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MICHAEL R. KIOLBASSA 
2004 Small Business Person of the Year 

 
 

 San Antonio, TX – The U. S. Small Business Administration is proud to 

announce Mr. Michael R. Kiolbassa as this year’s San Antonio District Office’s 2004 

Small Business Person of the Year.   

 Michael Kiolbassa, a graduate of Southern Methodist University, began working 

for the family business in 1987 as a plant manager.  In 1989, he began working in sales 

and was promoted to General Manager that same year.  In 1997, he was named 

president of Kiolbassa Provision Company, Inc.    

 Kiolbassa Provision Company, Inc. was started in 1949 by Rufus and Juanita 

Kiolbassa.  Mr. Michael Kiolbassa is a third generation family member operating the 

company.  Under his guidance as president, he transitioned the company from a meat 

processing and bulk sausage sales to pre-packaged and value packed sausage.  The 

company is now the largest regional sausage manufacturer in Texas covering over 2/3 of 

the state. 
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  The company has been innovative in its marketing to four primary markets of 

consumers.  The four primary products to these consumers are:  Chorizo Kiolbassa, a 

premium Mexican style sausage; Kiolbassa Polish Style, a premium, traditional smoked 

Polish style sausage; Kiolbassa Beef Smoked, a variation of the Polish style sausage 

made with boneless beef; and Kiolbassa Jalapeno Beef Smoked Sausage, a beef sausage 

with a hint of jalapeno.   

 This innovative marketing technique took off due to the company’s use of radio 

advertising – but not without some hurdles.  In 1987, during the transition of the 

company from selling its sausage products in bulk to pre-packaged products for larger 

grocery chains, a language issue arose.  Stores carrying the product were confusing the 

family and product name Kiolbassa with the Polish word for sausage, “kielbasa.”  

Potential customers were being directed to competitors’ kielbasa style sausage due to 

the confusion.  Mr. Kiolbassa changed his marketing outreach from radio to television to 

increase consumer awareness of the brand name and product.  This change fueled their 

growth.  

 Kiolbassa Provision Company, Inc. was recently approved for an SBA 504 loan, as 

well as a conventional loan by Frost National Bank to expand and upgrade its facilities.  

Certified Business Advisor David Baenziger of The University of Texas-Small Business  

Development Center assisted Mr. Kiolbassa in working towards the SBA and Frost Bank 
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loans, as well as providing him with pertinent information regarding HUB (Historically 

Development Center Underutilized Business) and Empowerment Zone benefits.  The 

current expansion will add both employees and equipment technology.   

 Mr. Kiolbassa is proud of the family company’s growth, but states he is proud of 

the company’s record of no employee layoffs.  This is one of many ways Mr. Kiolbassa 

evidences his commitment to his employees.  He is also very committed to his family 

and community.  He is a member of Christ Episcopal Church, and he annually donates 

approximately 20,000 pounds of sausage to various schools, churches, and non-profit 

agencies for various events.     

####  

 The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created by Congress in 1953 to support and encourage 
the creation and success of the small businesses.  SBA offers a wide range of financial and business assistance and 
disaster relief services 
 
 The SBA, in co-sponsorship with Staples, has introduced an online newsletter SBA Solutions.  For a free 
subscription, go to http://web.sba.gov/list, and select New SBA Solutions Newsletter. 
 
 For more information on SBA programs and service,  visit the SBA’s extensive website at www.sba.gov. 
 

All of SBA’s programs and services are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


